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profmpling sur emigration i the New World), justice, and
comimon kinship, Our repeated pleas 1o justice thus ig-
nored, we have no choice bul 1o separate — kegally and
politically — from the Mother Cowmiry. And vet we still
ofTer them the olive branch of fmendshp in wmes of peace.
The final paragraph presents a womsderful swimmimatioan
iz our case, Inferestingly, before stating the “hottom line™
incvitable conclusion for independence io which the
objective analyvsis of the facts arbculated in previous
paragraphs bas led us, we openly and unabashedly mwvoke
God's name a5 the ultimate authority for this underaking
— and it 15 His protection we mvoke, The Declaraiion
ends with a stirmog commibment which semds chills down
my spinee 1o this very day: ... for the suppon of this
Declaration, with a firm reliance on the Protection of
Divine Providence, we mutnally pledge 1o each other our

Lives, our Forunes and our sacred Honor™

The profundity of those words reverberates within me
cach time I read or hear them. In troth, our countrymen
displaved rare courage. Hardly were they ueducared
bumpkins; they knew full well the implication of affixing
their signgiures 1o this instrument — as well as the palpa-
ble consequences to themselves and their families if we
lost pur struggle for independence. From a purely legal
perspective, these colonizis had openly declared iheir
ircason against the British Crown, Had we lost the war,
nt only would the nogleaders at a mimmum be execul-
ed. but their Families would also be dispossessed of the
“rraitors”” gstates. Fully aware of tese realities, these
mien nonetheless forged ahead, Why — when they had so
very much 1o lose?

Perhaps te core truth can be gleaned from the last twvo
words of the Declaration. = Sacred bonor™ is far more than
a catchy phraze, "Sacred” is a pivotal concepd because
these patriots” belich m Natural Law concepis and God's
ultimate domimion over everything was pervasive.
“Hooor™ caplures the unbending conviction tat fueled

the cruzade, To them, following the “right™ and viruous
path was worth any sacnifice — lives and fortunes mched-
ed. Mo matter how difficult the struggle. these heroes
would stay e course - and that's exactly why we ulti-
maiely prevailed, These core conceplts formed the bed-
rock principles upon which our nafion was founded — and
sustiined over the vears. Amd they will be what continue
1 zee us eough wough times m e Toure. Having trav-
eled throughout the United States inthe 183405, the French
nobleman Alexis de Toqueville proclaimed 1o the world:
“America 15 great becouse she s pood: when America
cenzes w be pood, she will cease w be greal” How true.

Aadd s0, my challenge 1w evervone following this
Independence Day holiday iz not only to refect upon
these commenis, but also — more imporiantly — to rededi-
cate oursclves (o these most basic of “core values.” For
we can only find true greativess - az individuals or az a
mation — when we orient ourselves o follow the Matural
Law, to stand wp for the “right” principles irrespecimve of
the personal cost, and o preserve “troth, justice, and e
American Way"™ as our daily moral compass,



